It may be impracticable to fit a later glass-windowed hood to your pre-2003 Boxsler,
with the obvious benefits'that would bring, but all the 986-model cars can

benefit from the same simple modification that will enable you 1o

lower and raise the roof while still on the move - like this!
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Boxsier 2.8 owner Paw duarneg. whose oa!

we showed having 2 new clulch fitted in the
Moweember 2004 S50 (K gnp, popes
95-106), tis 5 essentialy a modfied
cantrod relay thal not onby alows tha hood to
b lowered o rassed &l road speeds up o
40kmh {26mph, bid for fairky obvious salety
reasons ales allers window shylo one-lowch
aperalion, {Even gt (s relalvely low speed
you don't really ward o have o ke one
eand off the shsenng whael and/or gear
lgvar ki the shoet period il ke or s raod
o complesta e Cyche. |

I8 carainly éasy b Al el plug-and
play shuff. in Dennis’'s 1998 Boasier 7.5 we
smply remimaged around in the depth's of
e drivar's Tootwal 12 8nd The main elay
board on the insida of tha nght-hard
wisalaich, genlly &assd the ald unit out of
i mouniing, asd shotied the rew ans o

Boxster hood update

Gb-model Doxster's double-sire hood-sclustimg refay plugs inde the feo sdfscent
amply spaces an this baard, high up an fhe right-hand side of the driver’s foabeell
In feft=-hand-drive cars #7s in the same misive gosilon on ibe lef-haod side

After-market smarfTOP redsy fabows, feff) is extermally identical o originel Porsche unl
{rigehi), avnd a5 & resufl iS5 2 dinecl repiacement. Similar functions can be achieved by
simpla modificalians o standand Porache parl. Deladls in pamel on poxt sgresd
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587 -model Borster comes as standard wilth & hood fal can be lowered and ralsed on
e move, buf operating sysiea (and relays, abovel are complelely different fo 586
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Advanced options

s possible - completely free, gratis, and for nothing 1o give ary B88-model Boashes
i ahiliny 10 Owear and raie ite hood whils on e move. A you NEve 0 0D IS Pemove
#w skandard hood-actuaing relay, bronk off tha clectrical contact pin numbenod “18°
[banding & ek and forh & few tires with & pair of radio plen or Sdeculers will do
v Wick; masdr Dedow] and replaces The nelay i (15 Bocket uncke the lascia,

ir it crigingl fonm this relay prevents The hood fram cperating while tha car is in
Fikoi fy e sirale expedenl of martaing a dg2al sgral b e speedomensr
racatvas this voltage signal via pin 18, 8o inteemupd that sigrat and you' fool iha reiay
insa thinking that tha car's staicmary, wean whan s nof,

The big protrem. of cowse, & that unlibe sither the TechAd or smadTOP dedcas
duscrlied slpmahiong in Mis leakine N modilicatian & by no means laiste, The hood
will operala in eether girechion af any mad speed, Bnd A coesnT iake 100 greal a sap of
imsagination io guess what would happen | you tried  at even 40mph, never mend
Edmph ar mare. S0 dan'd

Thal said, this madification does still requere the handbeake 10 be applied sullcently
far by cSvabe the dashiboard warning light (shich might peevent dsaster In the avent of
an inguisiiv eght-pear-cid the brutton at e wiong moment], and assuming
thal the root is closed af tha time you obaioushy have fo relaase the main latch aboue
the windscreen balore i will ven bagin o move.

But the fact resmaing that wou s by dednion avarafing ong of the winl safety
fraturas bail in o this ingeniows mechanism, and it's important i note that we are nol
tharstore, recommaending i, but simply reporting £ Remembse, oo, (hal & modilicaton
auch A8 Bhis ey wedl rarider ary warranty svakd, ard in Cerain GICUFEIRRCES (andior
CORINes | Couid well lsave you lable io prosecution. You neve been wamed.. Il
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We don't necessaniy recommend it, bt a standard 386moded Boxsier refsy San
ibe modified fo allow the hood o operale whife the car’s moving. Simply Greak off
itals pin with & pair of pliers or sdecufiers, Showk you wish to hawe a spare,
unmoiied relay - dor when the car is serviced, perhaps = fhey cosl around C30
jplus VAT frown your kocal OPC, Amazingiy, fhe hwo relays thal pedform e sama
funciian in the 587 {and which, of course, comes wills whal amounts in the
srrrariTOP's fumciions &5 standard) cost just £5.11 apiece plus ¥AT

position. (Lah-hand-cive Cars: e & mirnar
immge. | You don't even hase 1o discormect
the car's batleny, Jusd ik gofe that The
ignitan i swached off

Switch on again and you'll find that af
speods up 1o 28mph the hood - ike he
sile windows - will Feapond 1 3 sngle
shart piish on ather the ‘open’ or ‘closs
buttans. As a safety jeatune pressing afher
Eaittesn vl Bha fop (8 moseing halls if
immediiely (DUt doBsnT neeEse (s
ghepchon, notel. | can then be resiaried
when regured - in afher derechion - Dy
hakding the appeoomate buttan

It's unnacsssany b apply the
handhrake, s&yE e marlacnes
taEkheugh b open tha hood from the fully
closad position you obvwously first hive o
resasa the single lalch mecharism above
Ihe mecicdie of the windscisn), and road
speed B mondored corlineously 10
peauEn accickonial opamsan while the car
Is irarlling oo quickly [afhough we e noal
orérely Sure what would happen - apat
fram 1 Saagiroisly oy — @ ywoul than
accoleralad quickly 1o beyond S5mph
whils the hood was in mobon).

Sayrificantly (and perhaps jusiilying
senariTOR S ahill lnity bty £130 plus VAT
price tag) e hood's original oontmd
Fursctang revmain opedaiconal, W, In othar
words, pushing ather the ‘open’ or ‘close’
burtioans for stighily anger moves the hood
orly Sar ag long ae ekl DUTIOM NBmasns
prassad. I tha hood has Ior some neason
basnn halied at s=oms point Gefween eithor
of its end-slogs | can be reacivaied {in
aithed deachion) only by prassng and
haldeng the relsvan! buttan

Ag a furiber sabety feature smanTOP
won T alow what the makers call
“Bulcemals” aparalon wilh the car at a
srandistll. In celar o prolect armyone
standing near the car the aulomatc
funcions can wunder thess Sondiliong De
acivated ordy by means of 8 spacial
sequsancs. H the rool & closed pou have 1o
pissh the 'close” DUSon 1o Wl Sooonos
before pressing 1he ‘open” bution. If e
poal @ o you Pl 1D press th 'opan’
BuEion Ioe b seconts and than the
sl bastion

I= it worth it? Just aboul, wa reckon
The abedily lo cperale your car's haoa on
M@ Mowa 1§ - despie 15 obsicus mherer
P valun - oortardy mone than just a
gimenick. Ask aryans lucky anough o
o @ BET-moded Boxsiarn, And whike you
can sasly modiy a standand 588 hood-
control reéday B0 provade ihig lunction (s
panel and pholca, =) the lac is thal s
alfers mone of e safety lealunas
described Above. B's your cail

Thi anby olhesr sghibcant drawbiack wa
can think o & 1F6] carses ol pre-2003
madials might not ba oo keen on owenng
i cars’ hoods without smoalhng ol
Fhal thapbilesame fear sandscrann Than
Egain, 'wo suspect fat pou're far inss ety
o need ho lower the Bood Wil
stapging 1han you &fe 1o raise IL 20 mayhe
wal's @ el of & red herning, B0 Like we
smd i's wp o you W
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Boxster hood update

The 996
solution

Barth e smarTOP and Techarn syslams
chaasribed here can ba fited - aibal in &
siighty diflenent fom, & with slightly
dfesant funclions — 1o the H0E-modst 911
Carrara Cabnobad

In the caess of the smart TOF davics you
simpéy mowe the hood 1o the sa-called
pardce poaition, B ihe adgecenl capal
and unpiug e connecior shawn (botiom
right) Trom s socket. Conred he plug io
ihe BmariTOR unil, push =manTOR ime
e soCkEl and the [0S Goné

Fitting thea TechAf unit jo a 566
nefjisngR — B8 it doss 1o the SE5-nnocal
Boxsiar - iha cuRing of 5everal wires, and
woull timast corlainly have 1o inke your
Parscha o a professions mstaler

Thez Smnarf TOF unit for the 896 Gabwighsl
oosts E174 pus VAT deect from the
maruiactimnes, The TechAs desvica cosia
232583 including VAT Ingim Tachd in
Liverpool (detalls on pagao &7). As dor the
Baxster, the Techin system is phug-and-
play cniby bor (e later cars, and edrlion
ke Wil regLErs minoe winng
mocdcations,

Funcions ayvailable form e 96
emalTOR of TechAn devics ane assanbally
as for tha Booister, The smadTOP urns
Rlong o eaciraies tha abdmy 1o ocperale
te side windows from ihe ramole-control
by Bl [N was delited i 2000 and laber
cars), and also tha abilty o mise and
|pter |1 Tl S0HE VOROOWE, USRg the
slandard asiuating DUlors in e cabin,
when the ool is open. B

Gaining soceoss to 9596 Cabrio's hood.
aciigling caonlrol bor requires 4 Ltk
mare affarl ihan in 8 Boxster, Pariisly
open hood [(top righf), then disconmect
1he &gl cable on sach side af e
car {bedow) irom M8 maichimg bal-
Joint. This allows back of hood fo lff
for access 1o rear of cabin. Elecirical
conmecior wiclips after white plestic
datch s turnad 90 degrees fo the right
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